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Tiniroto  
 hui
 a fizzer

NGĀTI Pahauwera Development Trust 
chair Toro Waaka attended the Kingi 
Tūheitia nationwide hui on Saturday, 
responding to his call for unity or 
kotahitanga at Tūrangawaewae Marae in 
Ngāruawāhia. The hui was in response to 
the Coalition Government’s proposed 
review of Te Tiriti o Waitangi and its 
principles with a bill championed by 
the Act Party.  The historic occasion 
attracted about 10,000 people and was 
livestreamed at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OiKM0XXZPXQ&t=95s 

 “I attended the hui at Ngāruawāhia in 
response to the Kīngitanga invitation.  

I went because I believe Māori need 
to show a united front in regards to this 
Coalition Government’s tampering with 
Te Tiriti o Waitangi, which will result in 
further marginalising Māori whānau.

I joined up with the Ngāti Kahungunu 
contingent as we need to demonstrate 
kotahitanga at home in relation to this issue.

As you know, the hui was attended by 
10,000 plus people of all nationalities and 
age groupings as well as by some politicians. 

Te Wairoa was well represented.
The hui was broken up into workshops 

after the pōwhiri. The subject matters 
included Te Tiriti, rangatahi issues, social 
matters, Te Reo and Te Taiao.

The matter of the leaked Ministry of 
Justice draft legislation on Treaty principles 
was a further reason for concern.

There was general accord that we do not 
accept any review, referendum or altering of 
wording of the articles of Te Tiriti.

The iwi present reported on the 
recommendations from hui they had in their 
areas.

Māori are aware that the Māori version 

of Te Tiriti has international standing as the 
contra preferendem rule states the version 
written in the language of the indigenous 
peoples takes precedence in international 
law, as it would have been the one they 
understood. 

The English version differs slightly, 
favouring Britain which was not an 
uncommon practice in Treaties promoted by 
the colonising nations.

The United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples states clearly 
that the colonising governments need the 
full and informed consent of indigenous 
people of the country on matters regarding 
those nations.  

Successive governments have a long 
history of interfering with legislation to 

limit its obligations to Māori. 
One ploy is to change the intent and 

meaning of the Tiriti by using Treaty 
principles. 

Māori have no need for Tiriti principles. 
What we need is a principled Treaty partner 
who can keep their word.

I raised the point of past Government 
Commissions investigating their processes 
and Tiriti obligations in the past and the 
lack of credibility in the eyes of Māori. 
Regarding one such commission, the 
rangatira of Omahu, Renata Kawepo 
said, “The authors of evil should not sit in 
judgement on themselves.”   

 A further point that was reinforced at the 
hui was that the Waitangi Tribunal found 
that Ngāpuhi did not cede sovereignty by 

signing Te Tiriti. 
It follows that nor did any iwi cede 

sovereignty. 
The only understanding of kāwanatanga 

that Māori of the time had was the example 
of Pontius Pilate in the Bible.

While he was the Governor of Judea, he 
reported to the Romans.

The Waitangi Tribunal is an independent 
body appointed by the Crown. 

Its recommendations should be 
acknowledged and supported.

One of the speakers regarding the Tiriti 
discussions was Dale Takitimu, who covered 
the key issues well.

Iwi throughout the motu will be having 
further hui, including training on Te Tiriti.

Preparations are being made by the 
various iwi to attend the Iwi Chairs Forum 
prior to Waitangi Day as well as attend the 
Waitangi Day events.   

I understand Ngā Tamatoa and the iwi 
of the north have planned a hikoi from the 
top of the North Island and will arrive at 
Waitangi on Waitangi day.  

Whether the hikoi will continue on to 
Wellington, I do not know.”

■ NB: The Waitangi Tribunal’s use of 
the contra proferentem rule, was ‘a rule 
developed by United States courts for the 
interpretation of treaties with Native 
Americans. The Waitangi Tribunal adopted 
the Unites States courts’ approach in one of 
its earliest reports when interpreting the 
Treaty of Waitangi and has held on to it 
ever since, though it is less prominent in 
the later reports.’ (Victoria University of 
Wellington https://researcharchive.vuw.ac.nz/
handle/10063/4404)

HISTORIC OCCASION ATTRACTS 10,000 

TE WAIROA WELL-REPRESENTED AT HISTORIC HUI: At Tūrangawaewae for the hui ā 
motu called by Kīngi Tūheitia in response to the Coalition Government’s proposed Treaty 
principles Bill, front row third from left, Kiwa Hammond, and Toro Waaka, front row third 
from right.
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Stationery Art Supplies Copy Centre Photo Kiosks Newspaper Gifts

Be Cool. 
Shop Local!

BUILDING OR RENOVATING?

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 7:00am - 5:00pm
Saturday - 9:00am - 12:00pm

19 - 21 Mahia Ave, Wairoa    T: 06 838 6948
www.eastlandbfs.co.nz   E:info@eastlandbfs.co.nz Call us for a quote today!

We have everything you need  
for your project, big or small.

Call us for a quote today!


